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What is the Project?

e Joint Effort .

— Texas Historical
Commission

— Texas Department of
Transportation

e Grant from Federal
Highways
Administration

H Ighways Source: TxDOT Photo Library

* Heritage Tourism

.....

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?
* Goals i

o PR

— Develop Historic
Context

— Document Historic
Buildings and
Structures Along
Bankhead Highway

— Make Informat|0n Souce:TxOT Photo Library
Available to Public

— Promote Tourism

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?

e Survey all alignments of
Bankhead Highway in Texas.
Also known as:

— State Highway 1

— US 80 (west of Dallas)
— US 67 (east of Dallas)
— Broadway of America

* Please help us identify
historic resources along
highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?
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e Schedule
— Historic Context

4

— 10 public meetings from
August to December

— Survey crews to visit 1 to
2 weeks after each
public meeting

— Fieldwork to be
completed by December
or January

— Report due July 2014 Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Bankhead Highway?
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

* Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama

* |dea dates to 1916 by Asa Rountree and Senator
John H. Bankhead of Alabama

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Bankhead Highway?
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* Lincoln Highway from New
York NY to San Francisco CA

* Other Highway Associations
formed in 1910s

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Who is Bankhead?

e Senator John Hollis
Bankhead (1842-1920)

— U.S. Senator 1907-1920 |
— Promoted Good Roads

— Sponsored Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1916

Source: Library of Congress

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Who is Bankhead?

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead

Source: Library of Congress Source: Library of Congress

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

e Path finders

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



e Path finders

Source: Bygone Byways

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

* Map

BANKHEAD NT‘\TIQN AL HIGHWAY
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

* Map
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

* Build the Highway

khead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

May, 1924

CONCRETE HIGHWAY MAGAZINE 105

Shall it be Gravel or Single Track

Concrete?

By J. W, REESE
County Judge, Rockwall, Texas

Bio bs & “Boostar™ for concrete roads

HOUGH available funds for road

construction in Rockwall County
were not sufficient for building standard
width pavements, the taxpayers of Texas”
smallet county would be satisfied with
nothing less than comerete. The salution
was found in the construction of single
tenck concrete pavement which provided
sufficient milesge to plice every [asmer
in the county within an average distance
of one mile from a hard-surfaced
highway.

When road Improvement was fiest
contemplated, it was expected that enly
1354 miles from Royce City through
Rockwall would be paved. On this
stretch—an 18§00t comcrete pavement—
Geovermment and Federal Aid amounted
to $348,000 and the county's share was

$350,000.  The balance of the 8800000 county bood ssue voted in 1919 oeiginally

was to be wsed in gravelling the other
importast roads in the county. The
charge from gravel to single teack con-
crete pavement for these roads wis mady
after careful deliberation based on esti-
mated costs,

As there is mo gravel doposlt b the

county, all of this material must be im- |

ported over 2 Baul of fram 40 to 50 miles.
Under these condithoms a gravel surface
16 feet wide would cost $11,000 per mile,
exclusive of bridges and grading.  The
maintenance of a gravel road woukl add

five ar six hundred dollars yearly expense |

per mile while expensive scazifying and
reshaping would be necessary every eight
or ten years, Texas laws permit a county
to issae boads for anly 25 per cent of s

Legend
it Concrety Pavemrent Lompleted
A reCancrete NermentCompleted
= 2Pt Concrete Parement Propesed

Source: Internet Archive
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway
.
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

* Military Transportation

CAMP JOHN FRANKLIN,
& SWEETWATER, TEX,
e 2 AUG. LI 29,

.

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

* Military Transportation

EArS

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: The Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-”‘ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY m_

Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



ql“ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY ”!_

Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Cc.20 AERIAL VIEW OF TEXAS CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS, 1
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Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why Was The Highway Needed?

e Tourism

A View of Highwey No. 1, Showing Fistoricel Marker
at the Left, Approximately 2 Miles Bast of Nt. Pleasant,
Titus County

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

Tourism
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

CAMP HANNON No 2 OM HIGHWAYS Nov 1 aws 67 TEXARKANA, TEXAS vy

Source: Dan Smith

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
. Survey and Document H|stor|c Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

(oogleearth

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Field Teams in Area during weeks of August 19 and 26

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Back to Survey List

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Mount Vernon, 1923, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center

for American History, UT Austin
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
* Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Mount Pleasant, 1944, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for American History, UT Austin

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and
Archives

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and Archives

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Albany, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Brackenridge, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Texas Historical Commission

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archlves and Records Administration
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What are we doing?
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Abilene, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-m BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY |H_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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Wharton, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

NIRRT R T AR T RIS ST SN ae .- T RS A i 8. ek B

Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
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What are we doing?
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Strawn, Texas
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What are we doing?
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Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Arlington, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-‘“ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY H!_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Source: The Garland Landmark Society
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: The Garland Landmark Society
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What are we doing?
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West, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Ringgold, Texas
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What are we doing?
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Vicinity of Texarkana, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Rotan, Texas
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What are we doing?
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Merkel, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-”‘ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY m_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

/~-670-28108%

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

50735’

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Highway 1 - Arlington Downs
Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: The Garland Landmark Society
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials
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Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

THE MAPS (N THIS BOOKLET,
1 YO 1¢ INCLUSIVE)}
ARE SECTIONS OF
RAND MENALLY OFFICIAL AUTO ROAD MARS
OF TEXAS AND OK| LAHOMA,
COPYRIGHT BY HAND MENALLY & COMPANY
CHICAGO, 1LL, MADE IN U. 5. A

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
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FORT WORTH

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



qlu BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY ”'_

How can | participate?
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Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon
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Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



qul BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY IH_
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e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
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Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
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Source: Center for American History
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Source: Center for American History
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials
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Source: University of Michigan
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How can | participate?
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How can | participate?

B Hatonc Texas Hghweys | Texas Hutorical Commission - Mozl Firefox
Eile Edit Vew Higtory Bookmarks Took Help
! Hestoric Texns Highways | Texas Historc L+

(' p state.tr.us ‘ : '

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real s10ries
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PRESERVE

PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INVOLVED

LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

tiome » Preserve > Proiscls and Progeams » Historic Texas Highways

Historic Texas Highways

1o accomplish several products

n 2008, House Bill 2642 established the Texas Historic Roads and

Highways Program, the goal of winch i1s to identify, designate, mierprel

and market hstonc roads and highways in Texas The Texas Histoncal
Commussion (THC) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
have entered into agreement to administer projects relating to this

program

The lirst project under the Histornic Roads and Highways Program locuses
on the histonc Bankhead Highway, a coast-lo-coast roadway estabhshed
in 1918 The Texas Legislature designated the Texas portion of the
Bankhead as a Texas Historic Highway in 2009, Using Federal
Transportation Enhancement funds, the THC and TxDOT are coordinating

« A historic context for Texas highways statewide

* A cultural resowrces survey of much of the Bankhead Highway (including field documentation of highway

refated resowrces)

In This Section

* Bankhead Highway

« Publications for Roadside

Architecture
» TRB Conference 2013

Sacramento

Submit Your Photos

Upload mages o our Bankhead
Highway in Texas Flickr Group!

HISTORIC SITES ATLA >
istoric-texas-highways




W torihess

BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

How can | participate?
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Home » Preserve + Projects 3ng Programs » Historc Texas HiJhways » Bankhead Hghway

Bankhead Highway

The Bankhead Highway was one of the nation's eariest transcontinental highways
tfraced back to 1916 when the Bankhead Highway Association was organzed 1o promale the highway's

I'he roadway extended from Washington, DC to San Diego, California, by way of Alabama,
John H Bankhead and a major supporter of the highway, 13
850 miles of Texas, passing through Texarkana, Mt Vemon, Dallas, Fort Worth, Abilene, Midlang, Van Hom
80

ts beginnings can be

development

home of US Senator path crossed approximately

and El Paso_among other communaties, and roughly followed US 67 and US

With
Transpartation (TxDOT), the Texas Histoncal Commussion (THC) 1s undertaking a two-year study to d

special funding alfocated by the Taxas Legistatre and with a grant from the Texas Department of

umem
hased hestoric
The
Texas secton of the Bankhead Highway, and wil also survey the Texas

the history of this natonally snportant roadway  The THC has awarded a contract o the Austint:

preservation planning and management firm of Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc. (HHM) 1o complete the study

project will result in @ hestory of the
Bankhead route and associated h

camps, auto courts, motels, road markers, paving. traffic signs, and badges

stonc resowrces including 200 repar garages, gas statons, diners, lounst

HHM with THC staff will be |’lC=':'_ﬂg public meeangs in towns Sh)f't; the Bankhead Higrfﬂ"d,' 10 gather information
and visual items related o These meetings are scheduled for
August through December 2013

community members through discussion, guestion-and-answer sessions, and dis

the Bankhead Highway for use in the project
HHM and THC staff will introduce the projects at the meetings and involve

splays of historical Bankhead
mages  The pubkc is encouraged to
and other Bankhead rela
may be mc

attond the pubhic meetngs and bning histoncal smages, postcardgs, maps

ed dems

With owner consent, HHM will scan or photograph such materials so they
uded in the project

The progect s to be completed by July 2014

B- AR S

LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

In This Section

* Bankhead Highway
o Bankhead Highway Project

« Bankhead Highway Project

Timeline

» Bankhead Highway FAGs

« Bankhead Highway Links

* Publications for Roadside
Architecture
* TRB Conference 2013

Sacramento

Submit Your Photos

Upload mages to our Bankhead
Highway in Texas Flickr Group!

@& HISTORIC SITES ATLAS

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway
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File Edit View | .gwi"aﬁam Tool: Help.
’ ! Bankhead Highway FAGs | Texas Histori | +

_
@
‘

P A €~

(— INc stake.bous pr ¢/ projects-and- pragrams/nistoric-texas - highways khead - highway/hankhead: highway fags¥Wha is daing the surve

Q: How can | get ongoing Bankhead Highway project information?

A: Please send your contact information to the project coordinator Leslie Wolfenden at
leslie.wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us or call her at 512-463-3386. Or check the THC Bankhead Highway website for

the latest updates at hitp.//www.thc state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
/bankhead-highway

Q: How can | share my Bankhead Highway information (documents, photographs, postcards, etc.) with
the THC?

A: Please contact project coordinator Leslie Wolfenden at leslie.wolfenden@thc. state. tx.us or call her at
512-463-3386. An information release form would need to be filled out, signed, and sent in for any Bankhead
Highway images, as they may be used in project documents, on the THC website, or other media sources.

T e T ey
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-fags

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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How can | participate?
e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other

materials

B Bankheadt Hghway News & Links | Texs Historeal Comminion - Mesils Firsfos

> 55 |

! Bankhead Highway News & Links [ Tea.. | +
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HOME ABOUT US PRESERVE PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INVOLYED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

tome 1 Ergases » Pracocts and Programs » Hestons Texas Highwpys Wm + Bankhoad Mghway News & Unks
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Bankhead Highway News & Links

In This Section

Articles
AMersas Highuway by Eas! Texas Journa
S 1 S + Baninead Homeay
* Bankng on ihe Bankhesd by THC Medal .7 o Rankhead Higlsway Protect
o On ihe Road Agan by Texas Hghways (222011 oformalion
Preservation by Texas Assoc of Counbes « Sankhead Highway Project

o Bamhead Hghwaty Study A Roadmap for Appreciato
8-10/2 Timetne
« Dankneaq Highway FAQs
o Bankhead Highway News &
Links
« Banknead Mgy
Questionnaire foam

o Help Tal the Siory of the Bankhead Highway

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-news-links
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real /u"n es Ir//)n'_-,: real stories

QUESTIONNAIRE: HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY OF THE BANKHEAD HIGHWAY

Progect confact: Lewle Walleoces, 517 4615355 lenie wollerdon Bthe state tx on

Parsuipent Comact [rformwson

Narre

Street Oty ip
havw ¥ trn Addrens

Ol i,y Fa iy, o St tramel oon thes T Mkifvn oy 7 I 50, whoers, P (40 ol B it smane 7

[0 e rstbnennnd open when the Iy ghacy win tiiled 1 a0, wrat kind of bamne vast wess thay and wham wees ey n
we?

D4l the high iy pams o sgh the downiawn 3nes ! Fao, @4 30y svnets tuee place on the dowrtows secticn of te
i vany. a0l ahos wvre Ty 204 parates conems, nly colbwyte re

What e et €63 oo g The Maglvavey hawe © o1 bnrsrwess vl reasverwe o o am 30 lorwe ? Cud beariies imescae )

WG R gt 1 bt by wiad Conermer 1Ty aher, Tee [ rtensate was bili?

Babdng whong the '

Dl yvns twwmmndin any Lashbogs o) places that lughmay Lasrbs iaml sodh an boasind v, lisi o
courts, motels, g slatone, rep ar geragen? 1 a0, what snd whete wers thy, 3od whes were ey
woad? Do theey 118 swt?,

BCX PERRY DOVERMOA « MVITHEW £ IREELE 1, DARRORAN « MARS WOLFE. ENECUTIE (IRECTOR
"o o SO AETIY TN e R T e S B2 R 1Bl 12 AE 4RIT 10 TN 3 TET

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
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real places telling real stories
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
real /u"n es telli ng real stories
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials
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How can | participate?

* Next Public Meetings
— September 30 — Eastland
— October 1 — Mineral Wells
— October 3 — Abilene
— November 6 — Midland
— November 7 — Van Horn
— December 3 — El Paso

e Survey crews return two weeks after each public
meeting

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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How can | participate?
Project Contact information

* Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
* Email: Leslie. Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
* Phone: 512-463-3386
 Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian
* Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
* Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Thank you for coming!
* Questions?
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